
MYCR Operational Report -July to September 2010 

Internet Café Project:  

First Location: 

Since beginning the Internet café project in March 2010, we have able to use its funds to execute all 

MYCR operations. Since its establishment, we have trained one hundred and twenty one (121) 

students. Presently students who graduated from the training center are now working at the center 

to help train new students. The Internet café sector is an important component of fundraising for 

MYCR.  

The Café center at 3 Freetown Road Lumley is currently overcrowded, with both students and the 

general public for internet use, and this is motivating us to open more café centers to meet the needs 

of the people in Freetown. Even though we plan to establish the third center in Bo town, we are still 

deciding whether to proceed to Bo or to find another location in Freetown to meet the current 

demand. 

Another serious need of Sierra Leoneans is for a formal ICT institution in Sierra Leone. Since the 

global development of ICT, Sierra Leone is yet to have a college dedicated to ICT and media studies. 

Many Sierra Leoneans travel abroad or to neighboring countries to acquire this training. MYCR 

Sierra Leone hopes to someday provide this education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Cross Section of MYCR graduated students now serving as Volunteers to help train others    

Second Location: 

The MYCR Café project has now established its second location at Shell New Road, Freetown for the 

people of the Eastern part of Freetown. The center is now up and running. The Eastern part of 

Freetown was one of many parts vandalized by rebel forces during the civil war in Sierra Leone and 

now people there are in desperate need of better living conditions, access to ICT use, educational 

facilities and social amenities. 

 

 



Newly established MYCR Café and training center at Kissy Eastern Part of Freetown 

NVC and Child Right Act Education in the communities MYCR serves  

From July to August we conducted local Nonviolent Communication trainings in all of the 

communities that MYCR serves, in the various local languages, so as to help them learn NVC and 

apply it in their communities. We also combined the NVC Training with the Sierra Leone Child 

Right Act of 2009. Many Sierra Leoneans, especially those in rural communities, do not understand 

the meaning of this act and how to apply these rights and responsibilities to their children.  During 

the past months we have been able to help them learn these concepts. 

 

 

MYCR Volunteers interpreting/training NVC and the Sierra Leone Child Right Act to local communities in the Tonkolili  



 

CCNG Project – Child Campaign for the Next Generation  

As a child right based organization, the volunteers and children of the MYCR have thought it wise to 

establish a Child Campaign for the Next Generation (CCNG) as a component of the MYCR, which 

will work exclusively on issues of children’s rights. One issue that came out clearly in research 

recently conducted by MYCR on children’s rights issues within our operational communities was 

that there is a large gap between the poor and rich. It is evident that the majority of children are 

poor and that they suffer gross violations of their basic rights. If parents cannot provide food, shelter, 

medical attention and education for children as a basic right, this should be a focus for child 

advocacy organizations. 

In a survey conducted by MYCR in our eight operational communities in Freetown and Tonkolili 

District on issues affecting children, results showed five key areas that need attention; these are 

education, health, safe drinking water, food and recreational facilities. The children interviewed 

were mostly children of single parents, ex-combatants, ex-soldiers and low income individuals.  

Despite the fact that there are organizations and institutions working in these communities to 

address these issues, the services offered are evidently inadequate, inefficient and not consistently 

provided. In these areas MYRC intends to engage other child advocacy institutions to collaboratively 

map some coordinative interventions, in order to address the issues at least in part. MYCR believes 

in collaboration for better outcomes and a positive impact in the lives of the people we serve. 

 

 

 

Cross Section of CCGN Children displaying placard and conducting child advocacy program at the Star Radio Freetown 

Sierra Leone. 



Self Help Agricultural Project:  

The MYCR Agricultural project is underway at the Mamaka Village yoni Chiefdom Tonkolili 

District. The community members, especially the youth, have cultivated the crops, and are now 

awaiting harvest in November. We are thinking of selling these crops and using the funds to plan 

something rewarding for these villages. This is to help teach that they can make a difference if 

united and connected. 

The scope of the project is to help children who are in desperate need of school materials, school fees, 

and school furniture. MYCR provided a bag of peanuts and a bag of coins for this project and the 

people of these villages did the labour and cover all other local expenses.  The reason for this project 

is to cultivate crops on the land provided for MYCR which, after four months, will be harvested and 

sold by the community’s appointed persons. This fund will be presented to MYCR Sierra Leone and 

we hope to add some funds to it and bring school materials to their underprivileged children. We are 

doing this because we want the people of these communities to be responsible and self-reliant - and 

secondly, we want to keep the MYCR Land clean and in use. 

 

 

MYCR Volunteers and community people clearing and planting crops provided by MYCR 



MYCR Office Secretary represented MYCR Sierra Leone at the West Africa youth Network 

Conference: 

Isatu Barrie, MYCR Office Secretary attended the West Africa youth Network forum on youth 

Leadership in Africa August 2010 in Liberia West Africa. The trip was sponsored by the Special Curt 

for Sierra Leone and the United Nation Development Program. According to Isatu the training was 

very unique and educative, as youth were inspired by many African Leaders who were present who 

taught them to be patriotic and committed to Africa’s development. Barrie was able to network with 

many young leaders from the Africa Diaspora and distribute hundreds of MYCR fliers to all who 

attended the event. 

 

 

Isatu Barrie with the Green, White and Blue dressing, represented MYCR at the West Africa youth and 

Peacebuilding Conference in Liberia – Sponsored by Special Curt Sierra Leone 

 



 

Hawanatu now attending the National School of the Blind 

After spending a couple of weeks with me waiting for the reopening of the blind school, Hawanatu 

finally departed for the blind school in October 2010. While staying with me and my family, 

Hawanatu learned many new things such as taking care of herself as woman and how to speak Krio, 

the second language of Sierra Leone. Recently I was joking with Hawanatu about her going back to 

her village, when surprisingly she cried and told me,” I don’t want to return to the village as life here 

in Freetown is better than life in my village and many thanks to you and all overseas for helping me” 

We are looking forward to more generous donations to continue supporting Hawanatu while she is at 

the blind school. Thanks to all who generously make this possible. 

 

 

Hawanatu in the middle with her blind school friends at the National School for the blind. Hawanatu is commonly call MYCR 

by her friends 



Upcoming plans/Activities 

Dominic’s trip to the UK November 2010. 

I want to thank all the career supporters who have contributed and helped me to attend the 

Peacebuilding course in the UK. One ISC member paid my course fees and others donated towards 

my flight and living expenses.  I am still looking forward to completing my flight fare. Thank you all 

for not only supporting MYCR and the people of Sierra Leone but even empowering me to be 

equipped with the knowledge required to efficiently lead MYCR. I will keep you posted while I am in 

the UK, 22-26 November 2010. 

 

MYCR 1st National Children’s Rights Conference 2-4 December 2010 

MYCR Sierra Leone in partnership with Democracy Salone, United National Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) and Defense for Children International (DCI) will be hosting its first National Children’s 

Rights Conference in December 2010. The United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has offered to 

fund this conference after we presented a grant proposal and budget to them. 

JUSTIFICATION 

Against this backdrop we can see that plenty has been done. There is enough evidence to prove that 

children require additional support and care to keep them alive. In an effort to compliment the 

efforts of government, government parastatals, and children’s rights organizations like UNICEF and 

others, plans are underway in MYCR’s Children’s Campaign for the next Generation (CCNG) to 

organize a children’s conference, which will bring together the children themselves, child advocacy 

organizations, government,  and local councils to offer children the opportunity to voice their needs, 

learn to advocate for their own communities, and deliver messages to the world on behalf of their 

Sierra Leonean colleagues.  

OVERALL OBJECTIVE 

The overall objective of the children’s conference is to see how we can harmonize the UN Convention 

of the Right of the Child (CRC) and the Sierra Leone Child Right Act, and identify strategies to 

implement the harmonized version at both national and community levels. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES   

 Present the works of MYCR, and create a forum for other child protection agencies 

and state agencies in Sierra Leone to showcase their works.  

 Exchange ideas and experiences of implementation strategies between districts 

 Review the progress made in the popularization and implementation of the Child 

Right Acts. 

 Update participants with current information/ new developments in children’s issues 

 Create an opportunity for children to draw up an agenda of their own initiatives on 

relevant issues they want addressed 

 Advocate for increased support and resource mobilization for children. 

 


